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liberal theologian. He laid down certain regu-
lations for the conduct of life, excellent consider-
ing his place and time ; the modern Muhammad-
an has accepted these as a maximum spiritual
demand, ignoring the fact that they probably
represented the minimum demands of common
sense in Muhammad's time and country.

Muhammad directed that a Muhammad an
should not drink alcohol. This is a maxim of
excellent sense in Arabia; Haji Burton, who
much appreciated good wine, has told us that in
the Arabian deserts wine is positively distaste-
ful as well as unwholesome. I have not the
least desire that Muhammadans should drink
wine. I merely say that there is no merit, other
than that of common sense, in obeying this
excellent instruction in countries wherein cir-
cumstances render it excellent. I do not believe
that Muhammad would find the least fault with
disregard of his maxim in countries where the
climate makes the moderate drinking of wine
both pleasant and beneficial.

Muhammad instituted the Eamzan fast,
mainly, I am told, to harden his soldiers. But
the Muhammadan of to-day finds a positive
merit in fasting. There is none; else the
jockey's profession comprises the most virtuous
men in the world*

Muhammad permitted polygamy, and enjoin-
ed the practical seclusion of women. This, as